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UNEMPLOYMENT — REGIONAL AND RURAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

613. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 

I refer to comments the Premier made at the Labor campaign launch that he knows how bleak it is for people who 
cannot find work in areas of stubborn unemployment. Of course, that challenge is magnified when a person lives 
in regional and rural Western Australia. Why then is the Premier’s government forcing regionally based public 
servants, such as staff from the WA Country Health Service, to either move to Perth or Bunbury or lose their job? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The government is deeply committed to providing more jobs and opportunities for Western Australians. In the last 
couple of weeks, we brought in the Western Australian Jobs Bill. Over the last couple of days, I have debated in 
this house the Balla Balla legislation and the Tronox legislation that were designed to ensure a continuation of 
those projects in regional Western Australia. The Minister for Regional Development is out there virtually on 
a daily basis hunting down jobs and opportunities for people in regional Western Australia to ensure that we 
provide more jobs for those people. For the member for Roe to come up with something in here and make out like 
it is fact without any evidence whatsoever indicates to me that he needs to learn a bit before he opens his mouth in 
here. If the member has a particular concern that he would like to bring to my attention, he should feel free to do 
so. If he has a particular concern that he wants to bring to the attention of the Minister for Health, he should feel 
free to do that too. There are processes and ways by which he can do that and bring concerns before us. The 
government that I lead is deeply committed to jobs. All my ministers are deeply committed to jobs, particularly in 
regional Western Australia. We have a Speaker and ministers, including the Leader of the House, who are from 
regional Western Australia. We have people out there fighting hard for jobs in regional Western Australia. 
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